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September 11, 2009 
 
 
The Honorable Roger Wicker 
555 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Wicker: 
 
On behalf of the Mississippi Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators (MASFAA), I am writing to express 
concerns from our membership over the student loan reform provisions and to request that you fight to preserve 
choice and competition in the student loan program.   
 
First, we do thank Congress for the support of higher education funding through the Federal Family Education Loan 
Program (FFELP) and the recent passage of the Ensuring Continued Access to Student Loans Act (ESCALA).  The 
FFEL Program has served thousands of Mississippi students for over 40 years and continues to be the largest 
student aid resource for students and families.  Your support of these programs for student loan financing have 
helped financial aid administrators meet the diverse needs of students, parents and institutions. 
 
Our concerns are as follows: 
 

• Services currently provided by the public-private partnership of the FFEL Program are not preserved in the 
student loan reform provisions.  Financial literacy, loan counseling, debt management, default prevention, 
outreach programs for college access and success, and support programs for HBCU institutions have been 
hallmarks of a strong FFELP partnership in Mississippi.   

• Elimination of the FFELP partnership will contribute to the rate of unemployment in Mississippi.  Eliminating 
the partnership will mean the loss of up to 1,000 jobs in Mississippi and at least 35,000 jobs nationwide.   

• Timing of the implementation of a major change to eliminate the FFELP partnership is critical.  The 
application process for the 2010-2011 school year will begin in January 2010; many schools have already 
prepared consumer information materials about financial aid programs and processes.  Students, families 
and schools are at substantial risk for information changes as they relate to college choices.  Current reform 
provisions do not allow adequate TIME for transition. 

• The costs for schools to move to 100% Direct Lending can be substantial at a time when schools are already 
facing budget constraints due to a depressed economy.  All but two (2) of the  thirty-two (32) regionally 
accredited post-secondary schools in Mississippi are FFELP schools and would incur additional costs for 
training staff and adapting data systems.  TIME is needed for this transition. 
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The FFEL program has been providing choice and competition for both students and families.  However, eliminating 
FFEL from existence would extinguish healthy choice and competition.  We do believe that schools, students and 
families benefit from competition between the FFELP and Direct Loan Program as both programs strive for 
improvements that benefits students and families.  We are also extremely concerned about being forced to rely 
exclusively on the Direct Loan program to originate loans.   We see value in the FFELP lending process and all of the 
support that comes with it, including strong customer service, customer support and staff training. 
 
On the basis of these concerns, we respectfully urge you to oppose the elimination of the FFELP partnership and 
support the options for students and schools to have choice and competition.  Your consideration is greatly 
appreciated.  Please call me at (228) 897-3886 if you have any questions. 
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Searcy Taylor 
2009-2010 MASFAA President  
 
 

 




